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had greatly impressed him. Keir Hardie twice offered to serve
under him in a two-man party of relentless opposition to the
capitalist system, but both times Burns evaded answering.
Later on he was to become a Liberal Cabinet Minister.
The Socialists at Westminster had therefore to be defended
single-handedly by Keir Hardie; his championship, partly to
his own surprise, was unexpectedly sensational. He was
escorted to Parliament by his constituents in a charabanc on
which was playing a quite small brass band. He himself wore
a cloth cap. The clothing was natural to him, and so too to
his supporters were the chara5 and the musicians. But the
violent, snobbish and vulgar uproar which was made about this
in the West End and the Press turned it into a political demon-
stration. In February 1893 he opposed the address to the
throne, moving an amendment demanding that the Govern-
ment pay attention to the condition of the unemployed, of
whom, he said, no less than 1,300,000 were even then in receipt
of relief or Trade Union out-of-work pay. The indignation
that this excited was far outpassed by the hatred which he
aroused next year. " Pve been in a wild beast show at feeding-
time/' wrote the reporter of the West Ham local paper. "I've
been at a football match when a referee gave a wrong decision*
I've been at rowdy meetings of the Shoreditch Vestry and
the West Ham Corporation, but in all my natural I've never
witnessed a scene like this."
The occasion of this "scene" was somewhat complex. On
the 23rd of June, 1894, the Duchess of York had a baby. On
the same day a mining disaster at Cilfynydd killed no less than
260 workers. The next day the French President, M. Carnot,
was assassinated. On the 25th, Sir William Harcourt, on
behalf of the Government, moved that condolences be sent to
France over the last event. Hardie rose to ask whether some
official regrets should not also be sent to those bereaved by the
Cilfynydd disaster. "Oh, no,33 replied Sir William airily, "I
can dispose of that now by saying that the House does sym-
pathize with these poor people,5' The fury with which this
casual remark filled Hardie was genuinely incomprehensible
to the rest of the House, used only to the Broadhurst type of
working man. He revenged himself the only way he could